
Call for Proposals: Tiny Libraries on State Street 

The City of Santa Barbara has partnered with the Santa Barbara Office of Arts and 
Culture and Santa Barbara Public Library to commission and install public art “tiny 
libraries” along the State Street Corridor from June-September 2019.  

The Office of Arts and Culture is seeking artists’ proposals for a single commission for 

the design and fabrication of 6 freeform “libraries” on State Street. The books in the 

libraries will be free for the public to take and keep if they wish. Community members 

may also donate books to other readers as well. A $10,000 stipend will be provided to 

the selected artist or team to create all 6 libraries. Submissions are due by Friday, 

March 1.  

We seek artwork that captures the spirit and uniqueness of Santa Barbara, is 

compelling for residents and visitors, and connects to the cultural energy of the city. 

This project will celebrate Santa Barbara’s literary heritage. The Santa Barbara Public 

Library is a primary partner of this project and recently celebrated its centennial 

anniversary. The Library will help stock the tiny libraries with books and provide 

corresponding programming on State Street, including pop-ups and book talks. 

Additional sponsors for this program include Santa Barbara Beautiful, Downtown Santa 

Barbara and the Santa Barbara Public Library Foundation. 

Interested artists are encouraged to visit sbac.ca.gov to apply or learn more. 

Eligibility: 

This opportunity is open to artists and designers from various disciplines. There is no 

entry fee. Artists may choose to work with a fabricator, design and submit as a team, or 

fabricate their own libraries. The intention of this project is to present one cohesive 

project and only one proposal will be selected. 

This call is open to all artists living or working in the Tri-County area: Santa Barbara 

County, Ventura County and San Luis Obispo County. Artists may submit multiple 

proposals. 

Each library will be a dynamic piece of public art, while still maintaining its functionality. 

Applicants are encouraged to create a design that reflects the history, culture and future 

of Santa Barbara. While aesthetics are an important consideration, applicants should be 

sure that the purpose of the library is self-evident, easy to use, and addresses the 

design criteria below. 

Design Criteria: 

Materials should be weather resistant, durable, easy to maintain, and should not include 

sharp or abrasive edges.  



The artistic library should contain book shelving (though this may be creative) and hold 

at least 25 books of various sizes, materials and styles.  

All dimensions must be shown and specified in the proposal.   

We encourage applicants to consider including a solar lighting element.   

The library should not contain sharp edges or be difficult to detect for people with visual 

impairment.  

The libraries must have some shelves under 36” for wheelchair accessibility.  

Each one should be able to permanently anchor to a paved surface and contain a base 

plate to fasten to the sidewalk at 2 points.  

Submission Procedures:  

(Artists may submit multiple designs.) 

Applicants shall include the following information for submission:  

Resume of the artist(s), including contact information (phone number, e-mail and 

mailing address). 

Electronic images of previous work. 

Design and description for 6 free-standing “libraries.” Designs may be hand-drawn or 

prepared using a computer software program. Designs should be to scale and must 

include proposed materials and dimensions.  

Fabrication plan.  

Maintenance requirements.  

A basic project budget, including cost of materials and fabrication. 

Selection: 

Submissions will be evaluated on three criteria: Aesthetics, Functionality and Durability. 

The proposals will be reviewed for artistic merit by an artist selection panel including 

representatives from the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Museum of Contemporary Art 

Santa Barbara, UCSB, County Arts Commission, Santa Barbara Public Library, SB City 

College, Moxi, Historic Landmarks Commission and the City Arts Advisory Committee. 

The final selection will be subject to the review and approval of the City Arts Advisory 

Committee and City of Santa Barbara. 

Office of Arts and Culture staff will provide the selected artist/s an orientation of the 
specific art pads on State Street. The design proposals will be subject to a preliminary 
engineering review for constructability, safety and budget. Once the selections have 
been made they will be submitted to the Santa Barbara City Art Advisory Committee for 
final approval.   



Fabrication: 

The selected artist or design team will visit each site with the Office of Arts and Culture 
Installation Team prior to construction. The final works must be reviewed and approved 
by the County for safety before installation. The County will not provide fabrication 
space and the artist/s must be able to fabricate them. The County can provide 
transportation from the fabrication site to State Street and will install the Artwork. 

Any design changes, construction restrictions or prohibitions made or encountered 
during the building phase must be communicated to the Office of Arts and Culture for 
approval. Once the libraries have been fabricated, they will become the property of the 
City and County.  

Compensation: 

Selected artists will be awarded a commission of $10,000, subject to the submitted 
budget, cost analysis for design, fabrication, transportation, installation and related 
expenses. If an art team has created the work, they will share the single payment. The 
artist/s will also be asked to be present at the opening First Thursday of the event. 

Tentative timeline: 

January 2019: Call for Artists  

March 1, 2019: Submission Deadline  

April 1, 2019: Artists Notified  

June 1, 2019: Sculptures Completed  

June 2019: Sculptures Installed 

September 2019: Deinstallation 

Questions: 

Please contact Office of Arts and Culture at contact@sbac.ca.gov.  

 

 

 


